Hamlet Act I 
Scene I

Outside Elsinore Castle, Denmark, 

Bernardo, Francisco, and Marcellus guard the castle.

Horatio, a friend of Prince Hamlet’s, arrives and they tell him that they have twice seen an apparition (ghost?) appear in the form of the recently deceased King Hamlet. 

The ghost appears again, and Horatio notices that it wears the deceased king’s armor.

He thinks this foreshadows something “bad” for Denmark (something “rotten in the state of Denmark”).

Horatio recounts the state of turmoil the country is in, due to young Fortinbras of Norway wanting to avenge his father and take back lands that the elder Fortinbras previously lost to the deceased King Hamlet.

They all agree that they should tell Hamlet about the ghost, because if the ghost is really the dead king, he would probably tell his son what he wants/why he keeps appearing.

Our biggest question???

Scene II

King Claudius (the deceased king’s brother) is now married to Hamlet’s mother (although Hamlet’s father has been dead for less than two months), making him both Hamlet’s uncle and stepfather.  

King Claudius says he is sad about his brother’s death but happy about his recent marriage to the queen, and basically thinks that everyone else should feel the same way.

Laertes, son of Polonius (the king’s advisor), asks permission of the king and his father to return to France, where he was before the funeral, marriage, and coronation.  They say yes.

Hamlet’s mother urges him not look so sad.  Hamlet says “too bad—I AM SAD!”

Claudius lectures Hamlet that death is a fact of life, everyone dies eventually, and that to mourn too long is “unmanly.”

Claudius wants Hamlet to think of him now as a father, and reminds Hamlet that Hamlet will be king when Claudius himself dies.
Claudius and Gertrude ask Hamlet to stay with them instead of going back to school.

Hamlet agrees and Claudius says he is going to celebrate all that is well with a wild night of partying.

When everyone has gone, Hamlet delivers a soliloquy in which he reveals that he’s lost his will to live and wishes suicide were not a sin.  He remembers how “in love” his parents were and bitterly wonders how his mother could “move on” so quickly.
Biggest questions???

Scene III

Laertes gets ready to return to France while lecturing his sister about why she should resist Hamlet’s flirtations and professions of love.  He reminds her of Hamlet’s position and that he might not be free to choose his own destiny/wife, etc.

Ophelia says she understands but urges Laertes to follow his own advice with women.

Polonius, their father, enters and gives Laertes a ton of advice about how to behave, etc.

Laertes leaves and Polonius gives Ophelia additional advice about how to handle Hamlet, warning her that Hamlet doesn’t really love her.  She agrees to rebuff his advances.

Biggest question?

Scene IV

Hamlet goes with guards and Horatio to wait for the ghost.  It appears and beckons Hamlet to follow.  The others tell him he should not go—but Hamlet says he doesn’t care what harm might come to him.  He follows the ghost.

Biggest question?

Scene V
The ghost tells Hamlet that he is his father and needs Hamlet to avenge his murder.  

The ghost explains that while he (as King Hamlet) was napping in his garden, his own brother (now king Claudius) poured poison in his ear. 
The ghost tells Hamlet that King Claudius is corrupting Denmark and Hamlet’s mother. 
He again urges Hamlet to seek revenge on Claudius, but to leave his mother out of it—let her be judged my God and her own self.
Biggest questions?

